
To the Scholarship Committee:

At the moment I found myself encompassed by a frenzied and hysterical group of
photojournalists and media elites, I came to a pinnacle decision. As Sarah Palin waved to the
fanatical crowd, I fired as many frames as I could squeeze into those few seconds, and just
that quickly, she was gone. I knew then, decisively, that photojournalism was my calling.

Inspired to embrace a new hobby, I had discovered photography in 2006. I immersed myself
in books, magazine subscriptions, online articles and anything else pertaining to the subject,
and I quickly developed a technical competence and opened my mind to a new world of
visual literacy. That year, I began working part-time at Best Buy in the Digital Imaging
Department. I am now the store’s Digital Imaging Specialist.

When I was admitted to the University of North Texas, I was entirely unsure of what I
wanted to accomplish, other than make good grades. I knew without a doubt that I had a
passion for photography, but it wasn’t until that Palin moment that I knew I wanted to be a
professional photojournalist. When I began shooting assignments for the North Texas Daily
newspaper, I experienced a sense of community among peers who shared that same passion.
Nothing has motivated me, pushed me or encouraged me to work harder than their invaluable
and continued support.

In addition to Best Buy and the NT Daily, I also work as a photojournalist for Pegasus News,
as a photographer for a youth-portrait company and go to school full-time. Despite these
many commitments, I have always been able to complete assignments and still arrive at my
three jobs and four classes prepared and on time.

If awarded this scholarship, I would be able to sharpen my focus on my career by cutting
hours from my sales job so that I have more time to devote to the work I love. I know
photojournalism to be my purpose, my talent and my ambition and I am confident that
through the standards, ethics and techniques I have been taught during my time here at UNT,
I will prevail as a successful photojournalist.

My goal is to influence others through my photojournalism, to illuminate the stories of those
whom society has neglected, to passionately communicate ideas and to promote
understanding. To accomplish this, I will utilize the most powerful medium over which I
have the greatest control, and for which I will forever be thankful: my camera.

Thank you, for your consideration.

Stephen Masker


